
Ideas for Future Research
We focused mainly on conditions facing residents of mature rural recreation
counties, that is, places that already have a substantial amount of recreation.
Additional insights may come from expanding the analysis to include
emerging recreation areas and neighboring places that may be affected by
spillover impacts from recreation areas. Future research might also address
issues related to specific population subgroups, such as low-paid workers,
who may face more significant problems related to the high cost of housing
in recreation areas.  The analysis might also be expanded to examine recre-
ation impacts on other aspects of community well-being, such as the envi-
ronment, public services, institutions like churches and charitable
foundations, and small business formation and entrepreneurial activity. 

Our knowledge of rural recreation impacts might also benefit from different
formulations of the regression model. For example, models could be fine-
tuned to focus on individual indicators, or they could be estimated sepa-
rately for individual regions and types of recreation areas. Feedback effects
might be incorporated into the model—for example, recreation can lead to
higher housing costs, which in turn can lead to reduced tourism and recre-
ation development. More sophisticated models may be able to separate out
these two effects.  The models might also be examined over different time
periods to test for cyclical effects and robustness over time. 

Research might also measure the effects of specific State and local policies,
along with other factors thought to affect the level of rural recreation and
tourism (such as the availability of natural amenities and proximity and
access to nonmetro areas). This might help State and local officials assess
their potential for recreation and tourism development and identify strategies
to further this development. 
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